Transcription "Real Member Stories: Meet Birgit and Helmut Freund" in English.

1
00:00:03,600 --> 00:00:08,320
Yes. Let's move on to the advantages that a
home exchange offers. I was always especially

2
00:00:08,320 --> 00:00:13,520
happy about everything that was already prepared
when you arrived somewhere or arrived somewhere.

3
00:00:13,520 --> 00:00:16,621
It's still like that and it will be like that again.
I'm very sure of that.

4
00:00:17,075 --> 00:00:22,561
We ourselves have also always prepared something.
And when you arrive somewhere after a long drive and there's

5
00:00:22,561 --> 00:00:27,360
a bottle of wine and a wonderful meal in the fridge
that you just have to heat up when all the chip

6
00:00:27,360 --> 00:00:31,106
shops and restaurants are already closed,
then you are incredibly happy.

7
00:00:32,658 --> 00:00:35,808
Another advantage is we always arrive in clean houses

8
00:00:35,808 --> 00:00:40,727
and freshly cleaned apartments and we naturally do the same.

9
00:00:40,727 --> 00:00:47,754
So, we always declutter our house beforehand and it's
good to just do that a few times a year as your

10
00:00:47,754 --> 00:00:52,872
own routine because you have to do it and because
you want to do it for the guests who are coming.

11
00:00:53,280 --> 00:00:57,520
Exactly. And otherwise, you might not do it.
And this way, of course, even when you come back,

12
00:00:57,520 --> 00:01:01,254
you always have a wonderfully tidy home and are
naturally looking forward to it.

13
00:01:01,852 --> 00:01:05,372
And it's also always in very good condition when
we return and have returned.

14
00:01:06,151 --> 00:01:12,864
I also find the generosity that a home exchange offers living
like that you certainly don't get that in a hotel.



15
00:01:13,795 --> 00:01:20,779
So that would exceed the budget. You can cook
everything is there. There are great knives there.

16
00:01:20,779 --> 00:01:26,188
Spices are there. You don't have to
first buy oil and vinegar for the salad.

17
00:01:27,149 --> 00:01:31,120
Exactly. You know that from vacation rentals
that you always buy something and then leave it

18
00:01:31,120 --> 00:01:34,800
there because you don't feel like lugging it back.
And that's certainly not the case here.

19
00:01:35,520 --> 00:01:42,960
Yes. And when you come back, you also usually find
things that the guests bought and left behind

20
00:01:42,960 --> 00:01:49,273
just as we also simply leave things behind.
And, yes, that also has a sustainable aspect to it.

21
00:01:50,880 --> 00:01:56,000
Yes, we were on several home exchange platforms
before we made our decision and ultimately stuck

22
00:01:56,000 --> 00:02:02,400
with HomeLink because we found this platform
to be the most reputable, the most trustworthy and

23
00:02:02,400 --> 00:02:08,417
ultimately also found a very good community and
so far we haven't been disappointed by a single home exchange.

24
00:02:08,985 --> 00:02:11,300
But on the contrary always very pleased.

25
00:02:12,625 --> 00:02:18,989
Yes. And now we are hoping for further
beautiful exciting home exchange adventures.

26
00:02:19,654 --> 00:02:24,537
At the moment we are in contact with
a home exchange couple in America. 

27
00:02:24,537 --> 00:02:26,430
What was the name of the place again?

28
00:02:26,430 --> 00:02:29,841
South between Vancouver and Seattle.
So the Pacific Northwest.

29
00:02:30,537 --> 00:02:33,597
Yes. That will also be another exciting experience.


30
00:02:35,280 --> 00:02:41,408
Yes. Our first exchange via HomeLink
was nearby specifically for a long weekend.

31
00:02:43,120 --> 00:02:47,520
And we went to a house near Münster.
It was a truly wonderful atmosphere,

32
00:02:47,520 --> 00:02:52,800
a lovely ambiance just out in the country.
We come from the city after all and we're happy when we

33
00:02:52,800 --> 00:02:57,118
get to go to the countryside.
That was our first exchange.

34
00:02:57,436 --> 00:02:59,134
What other experiences do we have?

35
00:02:59,134 --> 00:03:06,712
Our experiences are well that we have often received
generous invitations from this home exchange community.

36
00:03:06,712 --> 00:03:07,867
That's what you can call it.

37
00:03:09,010 --> 00:03:15,509
And we have traveled to places that we didn't necessarily
choose ourselves or that weren't on our list at first.

38
00:03:15,509 --> 00:03:21,195
So that included Cork in Ireland and it included twice Denmark.

39
00:03:21,195 --> 00:03:25,038
So we were in Åhus and we were in Fredericksburg, in Copenhagen

40
00:03:26,143 --> 00:03:32,644
and we were also recently in Dongan in the Netherlands
and we had wonderful experiences everywhere.

41
00:03:33,280 --> 00:03:40,560
Curiosity has always carried us. We received some
great tips prepared by our home exchange partners.

42
00:03:40,560 --> 00:03:44,463
The neighbors helped us and we figured
out a few things for ourselves.

43
00:03:45,371 --> 00:03:48,732
Yes. And it was always something very special.

44
00:03:50,093 --> 00:03:54,960
Once we were doing a home exchange
near Cork and we flew into Dublin



45
00:03:54,960 --> 00:03:59,479
and the host family had left their car for us
at the airport because they didn't need it

46
00:03:59,479 --> 00:04:05,743
and we didn't have a car at the time and
they traveled by public transport and that was

47
00:04:05,743 --> 00:04:11,520
an incredibly generous gesture and everything worked out great and yes that is also part of

48
00:04:11,520 --> 00:04:16,263
this generous home exchange community that we are a part of and I think that's really great!

49
00:04:17,875 --> 00:04:18,375
Me too!
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